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Gurorcr W. Busn

Lau{‘a and I are proud to join our fellow Americans in observing the 150th
anniversary of the Medal of Honor and in honoring the outstanding
patriots who have received it.

The Medal of Honor is the nation’s highest military distinction and the
greatest award for bravery a President can bestow. It is given for gallantry
above and beyond the call of duty, and for valor beyond anything that duty
could require. For any President, presenting the Medal of Honor is 2 high
privilege. I awarded the Medal to twelve brave Americans. Their stories—
which spanned World War I1, Korea, Vietnam, and today’s conflicts in
Afghani and Iraq inspiring.

Since World War II, more than half of those who have been awarded this
medal gave their lives in the action that earned it. Though many of these
Americans never lived to wear the medal, they will always be honored in
the annals of our country’s history. By risking their own lives to save others,
they exemplified the highest ideals of military service.

1 commend the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation for its work
to preserve the history of those who have received this high award. On
this anniversary, Laura and 1 extend our deepest gratitude to all the men
and women of our Armed Forces and their families who have sacrificed so
much to defend the freedoms we hold dear. We salute our Medal of Honor
recipients for their unmatched bravery and heroism. And we ask for God’s
blessings on all who wear the uniform of the United States.
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In both peacetime and in war, the United States” achievements as a free nation have

been built upon the sacrifices of our men and women in uniform. For the past 150

years, following a tradition established by President Lincoln in 1861, we have recognized

our service members’ most extraordinary acts of courage and valor with our country’s
highest military award, the Congressional Medal of Honor.

More than 3,400 Medals of Honor have been bestowed upon members of the
United States Armed Forces since the Civil War. Hundreds of these medals were

awarded posthumously to men wha lost their lives as they heroic ally went above and

beyond the call of duty to protect their comrades, defend our freedoms, and uphold

our national security. Scores more were conferred upon individuals decades after
the conflicts in which they fought, often in an effort to right history’s wrongs by
recognizing the individuals of every race and creed who risked or gave their lives
our country. Finally, the soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who
lived to receive their Medals of Honor in person have done so with profound humility
and reverence for their fallen brothers and sisters. For their selflessness and their

patriotism, we owe them all a debt of gratitude.

Though these men entered into military dut
of life, together in their gallantry and as Medal of Honor recipients, they comprise an
elite circle of America’s most distinguished heroes. This publication celebrates their
exceptional determination, resolve, and love of country. Their sacrifices remind us that
whether or not the United States is at war, the members of our Armed Forces defend
our liberties despite great peril to their own safety; jeopardizing—and sometimes
losing—their lives in places where comforts are few and dangers are many.

All Americans have a profound responsibility to honor those who wear our nation’s
uniform, their extraordinary service, and the security they provide to the rest of us. Itis
also vital that we maintain the memory and understand the significance of those who have
served and sacrificed for more than two hundred y "his book fulfills that mission by
paying tribute to America’s very bravest and best—its Medal of Honor recipients.
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