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Alfred Thayer Mahan

* Admiral in the U.S. Navy
* Author of The Influence of Sea r
Power Upon History
* Astrong navy was key to a |
nations success |
— Therefore, the U.S. must have a
strong navy
* Requirements to be a sea
power
— Productive domestic economy
— Foreign commerce
— Strong merchant marine
— Navy to defend trade routes

— Colonies to provide markets,
raw materials, and naval bases
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THE MAHAN’S THEORY

The great naval strategist and theoretician

Admiral AT Mahan emphasized that the ‘principal
conditions affecting the sea power of nations’

were:

Geographical position.
Physical Conformation
Extent of Territory
Number of Population
National Character
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Alfred Thayer Mahan: 1890

» sea power necessary to facilitate trade and
peaceful commerce

* the country that possessed power would be one
that could control the seas

» development of a strong navy was an essential
:ngredient to a powerful state as was the country's
ocation

» most power would be held by a country with
accessible relative location and connected with a
long coastline and good harbors

» power held north of the Suez and Panama Canals.
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Those far distant, storm-beaten
ships, upon which the Grand Army
never looked, stood between it

and the dominion of the world.
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